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Abstract

This article examines the relationship between economic vulnerability and
violent extremism in Morocco, with particular attention to poverty and
unemployment as structural-yet indirect-factors shaping pathways toward
radicalization. It challenges reductionist interpretations that establish a direct
causal link between economic deprivation and terrorism, and instead proposes
an analytical framework that situates poverty and unemployment within a broader
constellation of social, psychological, and cultural dynamics.

The study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach, drawing on national
statistical data, academic literature, and empirical case studies related to major
terrorist incidents in Morocco, notably the 2003 and 2007 attacks and the
Shamaresh (Imlily cell. Through this approach, the article highlights how
economic precariousness—especially unemployment and unstable labor
conditions—contributes to weakening social integration, increasing feelings of
exclusion, and amplifying vulnerability to extremist recruitment, without
constituting a direct or deterministic cause of violent behavior.

The findings demonstrate that unemployment operates as a structural
vulnerability factor that intensifies frustration, social marginalization, and
identity crises, particularly among youth living in marginalized urban
environments. When combined with weak institutional trust, limited
opportunities for social mobility, and fragile community cohesion, such
conditions create fertile ground for extremist narratives that promise meaning,
belonging, and symbolic empowerment.

The article concludes that economic vulnerability, when intersecting with
social exclusion and psychological fragility, contributes to the production of
environments conducive to violent radicalization. It therefore argues for moving
beyond narrowly securitized or economic approaches and adopting a
comprehensive preventive strategy that integrates social, economic,
psychological, and cultural dimensions. Strengthening social inclusion,
promoting sustainable employment, and reinforcing community resilience
emerge as key pillars for effectively countering violent extremism and enhancing
human security in the Moroccan context.
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