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Abstract

This study aims to analyze the emergence and strategic
transformations of Boko Haram between 2002 and 2024, focusing on
the internal division between the wings of Abubakar Shekau and Abu
Musab al-Barnawi, as well as the recruitment mechanisms, sources of
funding, and smuggling routes used by the group. The study starts from
the problem of the escalating cross-border threat in the Lake Chad basin
and the impact of weak traditional security responses. To answer the
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research question, descriptive, analytical, and comparative methods
were used, based on Nigerian, Cameroonian, and Western field sources.
The results concluded that the hybrid nature of Boko Haram requires a
multidimensional security approach, including military and intelligence
confrontation, local development in rebel areas, and drying up
recruitment sources. The study recommends strengthening regional
cooperation, reforming security agencies, and integrating local
communities into stabilization efforts as a strategic option for countering
the Boko Haram threat in the long term.

Keywords: Armed groups, security, Africa, religious extremism,
Boko Haram.
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Figure 2: Analytical map assessing security responses to threats posed by
Boko Haram
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